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Offutt Air Force Base has enjoyed a long-standing and mutually supportive relationship with the surrounding Nebraska and Iowa communities.  Offutt is the largest base in Air Combat Command and makes a considerable local impact. I am pleased to offer this report detailing Offutt’s missions, organizations, aircraft, real estate, inventories, personnel assignments, civic contributions, military and civilian payrolls, and secondary jobs in the local market. For the 14th consecutive year, the local economic impact of Offutt Air Force Base exceeded one billion dollars.  Military and civilian payrolls combined with construction contracts, service contracts, and other federal expenditures significantly enhanced the economic environment by generating 7,400 civilian jobs as a direct result of our operations.  In our latest endeavor we are looking to use competition to source out certain military jobs, starting in 2002.  We anticipate no decrease in the level of economic growth.  In addition to the financial impact and employment opportunities, the interaction between Offutt and local communities was key to the success of numerous worthwhile civic activities and community projects.  We are proud of this positive influence.  The enthusiastic attitude and commitment of our military and civilian communities will ensure a positive and robust future together. 

GREGORY H. POWER



Brigadier General, USAF

Commander, 55th Wing
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Offutt’s great heritage began with the construction of Fort Crook between 1894 and 1896, some 10 miles south of Omaha and 2 miles west of the Missouri River.  The new Fort’s namesake was Major General George Crook, a renowned Indian fighter and Civil War hero.  Many of the original structures built on the post are still used today.

On 20 June 1896, the 22nd Infantry assumed command of Fort Crook.  Other US Army Infantry units shared command of the fort as each rotated tours in Cuba, the Philippines, and the Texas-Mexican border.  The 61st Balloon Company became the first air unit to command the post on 10 September 1918.  In the spring of 1921, a field was built suitable for frequent takeoffs, landings, and refueling of military and government aircraft on cross-county flights.  

In late 1940, the Army Air Corps chose Offutt Field as the site for a new bomber plant.  The plant’s construction included two mile-long concrete runways, six large hangars and a huge 1.2 million square foot aircraft assembly building.  The Glenn L. Martin Company plant reached full-scale production in June 1942.  A total of 531 B-29 “Superfortresses” and 1,585 B-26 “Marauders” were built by the end of World War II.  These aircraft included the “Enola Gay” and “Bock’s Car” the B-29’s that dropped the atomic bombs at Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan.  Production ended on 18 September 1945.
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In 1946, the post was transferred from the Army to the Army Air Forces.  Offutt Field, including the Martin Bomber Plant was transferred to the Air Materiel Command for an industrial reserve program.  On 12 June 1946, the 431st Army Air Forces Base Unit was organized.  At this time, the entire installation was renamed Offutt Field.  On 13 January 1948, Offutt Field was re-designated Offutt Air Force Base and officially transferred to the new Department of the Air Force.  Eleven months later Offutt gained international prominence on 9 November 1948, when the Strategic Air Command Headquarters was established.

The old frontier fort underwent startling changes in the Cold War years following World War II.  Operations at Offutt included the basing of alert tankers in the late 1950’s and 1960’s, support for intercontinental ballistic missile sites in Nebraska and Iowa in the 1960’s, and worldwide reconnaissance from the mid-1960’s to the present.  Offutt’s population and facilities grew dramatically to keep pace with the increased operational demands.  Headquarters SAC moved from the Martin-Nebraska complex to Building 

500 in late 1956, and new base facilities in the 1960’s and 1970’s included a hospital, main exchange, commissary, and library.  Several new dormitories and over 2,000 family housing units were built in the late 1950’s and 1960’s.

With the end of the Cold War, the military underwent drastic changes and reorganization in the early 1990’s. Strategic Air Command disestablished on 1 June 1992 and the US Strategic Command, a unified command, activated on 1 June 1992.  With the historic change, the operational control of Offutt became the responsibility of Air Combat Command, another one of the Air Force’s new commands.

The former Army outpost, once hard-pressed to support a few hundred soldiers, enters the turn of the century with the resources and facilities to accommodate a combined military and civilian work force of some 12,000, while supporting over 20,000 dependents. Offutt AFB has undergone many changes but continues to be vital to the US military. If the base follows this same track, it will be important to the national defense for many years to come.

55TH WING - HOST UNIT - (55WG)
The 55th Wing employs six diverse flying missions operating on four continents.  The Fightin' Fifty-Fifth conducts global reconnaissance missions tasked by the National Command Authorities; operates the National Airborne Operations Center and supports the US Strategic Command airborne command posts; and provides Offutt's infrastructure supporting USSTRATCOM, Air Force Weather Agency, Defense Finance and Accounting Service, and more than 80 associate units.  The wing's support functions include the base's mobility; logistics; aircraft and vehicle maintenance; civil engineering; personnel administration; education; law enforcement; resources security; morale, welfare and recreation; medical and dental care; and local and global communications capability for command and control of weapons and systems.  The wing also performs staff requirements of administration, legal services, comptroller, public affairs, manpower, history, inspection, safety, and protocol.
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DEFENSE FINANCE AND ACCOUNTING SERVICE - OMAHA

The Defense Finance and Accounting Service - (DFAS) Omaha Operating Location was activated 31 March 1995, as part of the consolidation of 300 service finance and accounting operations.  The Omaha site was the fourth DFAS operating location in the United States to open and the first under the Denver Center. DFAS employs approximately 500 military and civilian personnel.  DFAS Omaha is responsible for providing financial management service for 13 active duty bases, the Air Force Academy, 2 Air Reserve Wings, 25 Air National Guard units, and the National Imagery and Mapping Agency.  It also assumed the accounting function for the Air Force's Working Capital Fund, the Army's Military Traffic Management Command, and the Navy's Military Sealift Command.
UNITED STATES STRATEGIC COMMAND (USSTRATCOM) 
US Strategic Command is one of the nine unified warfighting commands.  Established in June 1992, the command is responsible for the planning, targeting and wartime employment of our nation's nuclear force from its headquarters at Offutt AFB. USSTRATCOM exists to deter a military attack on the United States and its allies, and if deterrence fails, employ forces as directed by the President.
97th INTELLIGENCE SQUADRON (97 IS)
The 97th Intelligence Squadron (97 IS) provides RC-135 reconnaissance and combat support aircrews in response to national requirements and to support military commands during contingencies and crises, directly supports HQ USAF and other national agencies in advanced signals research and development, provides logistics support to ground airborne equipment and performs phase maintenance on major airborne weapons systems.
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20TH INTELLIGENCE SQUADRON (20 IS)
The 20th Intelligence Squadron (20 IS) provides Combat Air Forces tailored intelligence supporting force protection requirements and the delivery of bombs on target on time.  Operates the Air Force deployable target aimpoint teams for precision-guided munitions. Also operates the DoD target intelligence team for Conventional Air-Launched Cruise Missiles.  Meets CINC and AF requirements for targeting, weaponeering, force protection, mission planning, mission execution and mission assessment.

ACC HEARTLAND OF AMERICA BAND
This Heartland of America Band represents the pride and professionalism of the United States Air Force, preserving our military and national cultural heritage through music that both inspires and entertains. The band is responsible for a touring region that encompasses over 650,000 square miles – the largest area of any stateside Air Force regional band. Components of the band perform over 450 times annually and can provide worldwide musical support.

343rd RECRUITING SQUADRON (343RCS)
The 343rd Recruiting Squadron (343RCS) plans and executes Air Force programs to recruit sufficient high-quality men and women from America's heartland to meet the Air Force's manpower requirement in a broad range of programs including enlisted, officer and health professional.  The unit provides recruiting support for an eight-state area including Nebraska, Iowa, South Dakota, Minnesota, Missouri, Kansas, Wisconsin and parts of Illinois.  The 343RCS supports more than 122 military members and Department of Defense civilians at 59 locations throughout its area of responsibility.

NATIONAL AIRBORNE OPERATIONS CENTER
The National Airborne Operations Center (NAOC) is a fully functional node of the National Military Command System with the added advantage of having the mobility to make it a survivable and enduring asset in time of national need. Standing full-time ground/air alert, the NAOC is ready at a moment’s notice to assume the primary National Military Command Center role. In this capacity, the NAOC is manned and equipped to seamlessly support the requirements of the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff and the National Command Authorities across the entire spectrum of world events. Additionally, NAOC directly supports the Secretary of Defense’s military force management responsibilities under the 1986 Goldwater – Nichols Act and provides contingency crisis support to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). 
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AIR FORCE WEATHER AGENCY 

Air Force Weather Agency (AFWA) is the strategic center for Air Force Weather, enhancing the nation’s combat capability by delivering timely, accurate and reliable weather support worldwide to Air Force and Army war fighters, unified commands, National Programs, and the National Command Authorities. AFWA was awarded the 1999 Theodore von Karman Award by the Air Force Association for its outstanding scientific contributions to national defense. AFWA fields the highest quality weather support, training, and equipment to Air Force weather operational weather squadrons and combat weather teams at locations around the world. Each day, the nearly 1,200 active duty, reservists, government civilians and contractors of AFWA build the world’s most comprehensive weather database of forecast, climatological, and space weather products. DoD field commanders, decision makers, and support personnel for every military operation, contingency mission, and humanitarian relief effort conducted by the United States exploit the more than 300,000 products.
311th AIR LIFT FLIGHT

Operates six C-21A aircraft providing Operational Support Airlift (OSA of personnel and cargo with time, place, and mission-sensitive requirements during war, peacetime, and contingencies.  Maintains worldwide deployment capability to conduct operational and combat support taskings.  Provides flying experience for Specialized Undergraduate Pilot graduates prior to major weapons system assignments.

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATIONS WING ONE 

Eighty-three sailors are assigned to the Strategic Communications Wing One Detachment at Offutt Air Force Base to accomplish the US Strategic Command’s Airborne Command Post mission.  These dedicated sailors provide maintenance, operations, administration, training and logistic support for the Navy’s E-6B “Mercury” aircraft. TACAMO sailors have over 30 years of experience communicating with one leg of the nuclear triad, submerged ballistic missile submarines.  TACAMO sailors have over five years experience with command and control of all three legs of the nuclear triad: submerged ballistic missile submarines, Air Force bombers, 
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and land-based missile silos. With the assumption of the Airborne Command Post mission, TACAMO sailors are fulfilling their role in the US Strategic Command’s global mission of strategic deterrence through a joint-service team of motivated, vigilant men and women using the most advanced technological strategic forces in the world.  The TACAMO Detachment at Offutt Air Force Base started supporting the E-6B’s assumption of the Airborne Command Post mission in October 1998.  The TACAMO Detachment also has complete responsibility for the daily operation of the Campisi Alert Facility at Offutt and the care of the TACAMO alert crews, Airborne Command Post crews and various National Airborne Operations Center crews.

ORGANIZATIONS

As of 30 September 2001

Host – 55th Wing

55th Communications Group, 55th Logistics Group, 55th Operations Group

55th Support Group, 55th Medical Group, 55th Wing Special Staff
Associates

5th U.S. Army Recruiting Brigade



Base Exchange

20th Intelligence Squadron (AIA)



Civil Air Patrol, Air Force Liaison/Det 5

97th Intelligence Squadron (8th Air Force)


Civil Air Patrol, Air Force Liaison/AG Det 5

114th  Fighter Group (ANG) 



Coast Guard Recruiting / Reserve

115th  Fighter Wing




Defense Commissary Agency

132d  Fighter Wing (ANG)



Defense Contract Management District West

155th Air National Guard




Defense Courier Agency 608th Air                  

185th  Tactical Fighter/LGX (ANG)



Defense Finance & Accounting Service 

311th Airlift Flight (AMC)



              Defense Intelligence Agency      


334th Training Squadron




Defense Investigative Service

343d Air Force Recruiting Squadron (HQAFRS)

Defense Printing Service Detachment

373d Training Squadron, Detachment 11 (AETC)

Defense Reutilization & Marketing Office

530th Military Police



 
Defense Security Services

610th Intelligence Flight (USSPACECOM)

 
Defense Threat Reduction Agency

625th Missile Operations Flight (AFSPC)


Defense Intelligence Systems Agency


694th Intelligence Group, OL-FS (AIA)


Detachment 1 OGDEN ALC CE


710th /85th /610th  Medical Squadron (AFRES)

Detachment 1, 608 Air Operations Group
                 

882d Training Squadron




Electronic Systems Center, OL-SA

ACC Heartland of America Band



Fourth Maintenance Battalion 

ACC Contract Program Squadron



Federal Aviation Administration

AFELM Aerospace Data Element



HQ 1st Infantry Division

Air Force Institute of Technology



HC ACC – Detachment 1

Air Force Legal SER AG FO



HQ ACC Youth School

AFOTEC, OL-DM




HQ ACC Detachment 10

AFROTC, Iowa State University



HQ AMC, OL-A

AFROTC, South Dakota State University


HQ Standard System Group
AFROTC, University of Iowa



Marine Recruiting/Reserve

AFROTC, University of Nebraska-Lincoln


MEPS, (Des Moines, IA)

AFROTC, University of Nebraska-Omaha


MEPS Command, (Omaha, NE)

HQ AFROTC/LG (AETC), Senior Unit                

MEPS, (Sioux Falls, SD)

HQ AFROTC/LG (AETC), Junior Unit


Military Entrance Processing Center Personnel Support 




Navy Personnel Support Center

Air Force Area Defense Council



Navy Recruiting/Reserve 

Air Force Audit Agency, Area Audit Office


National Airborne Operations Center

Air Force Material Command  Detachment 2 SDC

NORAD/SPACECOM MA Center, OL-O

Air Force Recruiting / Reserve



Operations Group, Detachment 1 (ACC)

Air Force Weather Agency



OO-ALC Air Force Material Command

Air Force Office of Special Investigations, Det 204

Sacramento ALC Engineering
 

Air University





SACCS Support Force

Army Recruiting / Reserve



TACAMO

Army Corps of Engineers




United States Strategic Command
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Army ROTC, Creighton University



United States Navy Recruiting District


Base Post Office





Veterinarian Services



OFFUTT OPEN HOUSE - More than 200,000 people visited the base for the annual Open House in August.  This year’s airshow was unique because it focused on contributions of all the services with a special tribute to our “silent warriors” of the special operations field.  The main attraction was Navy LT. Shane Osborn, pilot of the EP-3 that collided with a Chinese fighter last April.  Other acts included the Air Force STARS parachute demonstration team, the Canadian Northern Lights jet demonstration team, and national aerobatics champion Jim “Bulldog” LeRoy.  A number of current and vintage aircraft were available for tour on static display

TREE CITY USA - Offutt has been named Tree City USA by the National Arbor Day Foundation for the 14th consecutive year.  The base has also received seven Tree City USA Growth Awards.  These awards recognize the base for its comprehensive urban forestry program and environmental improvements associated with tree care.
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COMBINED FEDERAL CAMPAIGN - Offutt people contributed more than $522,106 for the 2001 campaign.  More than 1,500 national, state, and local agencies benefit from the donations.  Local programs eligible for a portion of these contributions include the Council Bluffs’ Meals on Wheels Program, Fontenelle Forest and the Omaha Area Council on Alcoholism.

RIVER CITY ROUND-UP – Offutt personnel were part of the over 1,200 volunteers from throughout the Heartland region who helped support River City Round-Up.  The Roundup is Omaha’s largest community event to celebrate its diverse agricultural and western heritage.  Offutt volunteers served food, monitored parade routes, helped park cars and assisted with events for over 200,000 participants.
J.M. HARDING AWARD -    The   base   earned this  award  for  excellence  in  energy efficiency.  The   Omaha   Public   Power   District    (OPPD) presents   it   annually   for  large  commercial  or industrial  customers  that   demonstrate  efficient and  innovative  utilization  of  energy.   The base pared  its  energy  expenditures  by  more than $2 million in 2001, with plans to continue  this trend in   the   future.    Also,   through   three  different performance   contracts,    Offutt   will   save    an additional $600,000 annually.
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