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IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR AGAIN:  

TAX SEASON 

By: Capt Anniece Barber

Chief of Legal Assistance

As everyone knows with the coming of the New Year comes the annual tax season.   Once again, the base legal office is offering free tax preparation assistance and electronic filing of federal tax returns is available starting January 26, 2000. This service is provided to active duty members and their dependents, retired military members and their dependents, and reservists.  Tax preparation assistance, but not electronic filing, is available to Department of Defense civilian employees.  The service is located at the Main Tax Center in the basement of the Offutt Law Center and at the following Satellite offices: 55 CES;  STRATCOM; 45 RS; BENNIE DAVIS BUILDING; AFWA; 55 SFS; EB HOSPITAL; 97th IS; and BUILDING D. 

Electronic filing of tax returns at the Main Tax Center will begin January 26, 2000, and continue until April 12, 2000.  Appointments can be made by calling 232-5565. Tax returns must be totally prepared before the electronic filing appointment. Active duty members who need help preparing their returns should contact a VITA 

Representative within their unit before making an appointment to electronically file their return. The VITA Representatives are listed by unit at the end of this McNuggets issue.

Tax preparation assistance is available at the Main Tax Center for retired members, dependents,  and reservists  This service is provided on a walk-in basis Monday through Thursday from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m..  Alternatively, appointments can be made by calling 232-5565.  Tax preparation assistance will begin January 26, 2000, and continue until April 17, 2000.

The following information must be provided to prepare and/or electronically file a tax return:

* A copy of last year’s tax return

* Current W-2 forms for all employment earnings 

* Correct social security numbers for all family members living in the home.  This includes children regardless of age.

* All necessary documentation regarding deductions and other tax issues

* A check from your checking account or proof of savings account to allow a direct deposit of any refund into your account.  

Both spouses must be present to file a joint return unless one spouse has an IRS Power of Attorney to sign for the other.  IRS Powers of Attorney may be obtained at the Base Legal Office Monday through Friday between 0730 and 1600. 

Unless absolutely necessary, children should not be brought to the Main Tax Center, as tax preparation requires the taxpayer’s undivided attention.

Like last year we are encouraging everyone to file their taxes electronically. Doing so makes it much easier to find mistakes in calculations and it speeds the entire process considerably. If a refund is expected the taxpayer will receive his or her money much more quickly by filing electronically. Even if someone owes the IRS money, he or she can file electronically and then put the check in the mail before April 17th.

A WORD OF THANKS

From Capt Bradley Shaff

Chief of Administrative Actions

Thank you to all the Commanders and First Sergeants who helped make this a very efficient and effective year for the Administrative Actions section.  We processed 105 rapid discharge cases.  98% were processed within 15 duty days and we out-processed folks in an average of 10.8 days!  This was a significant improvement over last year.  In 1998, there were 91 rapid discharge cases; 92% were processed within 15 duty days at an average of 12.1 days.  

Our goal is to help you, the Commander and First Sergeant, maintain Quality Force Standards.  That is why we (all of us) are held to stringent Air Force and ACC Quality Performance Metrics.  We can’t meet, let alone exceed, these standards without your help.  We look forward to providing you with quality service in the year to come.

ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS

A total of 8 rapid discharge cases were processed for the month of December.  All were processed within 15 days.  Two members received an honorable discharge, five members received a general discharge, and one member received an entry level separation.  There were no board eligible discharge cases for the month of December. 

HOSPITAL RECOVERY

By Capt Steve Romine

Chief of Claims

The Federal Medical Care Recovery Act and Coordination of Benefits statute allows the Air Force to recover the costs of medical care and treatment provided to authorized beneficiaries (military members, dependents).  

Have you ever received medical care at Ehrling Bergquist (E.B.) Hospital or at a civilian hospital under the TRICARE program, and then later received a request from the Legal Office to provide information regarding the circumstances involving your injury?

The Hospital Recovery section of the claims office works with E.B. Hospital to obtain a list of patients who have received medical care at the Emergency Room or other clinics.  We assert a claim (against private companies or insurance companies) for the federal government in cases where the covered person falls under Workers Compensation, uninsured motorist coverage, medical payments insurance coverage, willful misconduct (e.g. assault),or gross negligence of a third party.  If we determine that an individual’s injury may be a potential recovery, a personal injury report (PIR) is mailed to the injured party, or sponsor, for completion. 

It is very important that the injured party  thoroughly completes and returns the PIR as soon as possible to the claims office.  The information on the PIR allows the claims office to review the information determine if a third party has any liability.

After reviewing the PIR the claims office may assert a claim for care and treatment received against the individual who caused the injury, or their insurance company.  According to AFI 51-502 the covered beneficiary must provide to the Air Force a complete statement regarding the facts and circumstances surrounding the incident and refrain from settling a claim or executing a release without prior notice to the claims office.  It is very important that the injured party does not sign a release with the insurance company without first coordinating with our office.

During FY 98, the Offutt Claims office recovered over $243,000 in hospital recovery claims.  The entire amount collected goes directly back to the hospital, and provides necessary training of hospital personnel and the upgrading of equipment.

If you or one of your members are injured and have questions, they may contact the Hospital Recovery Section at 294-4303.

MILITARY JUSTICE

WITH THE AIR FORCE URINALYSIS PROGRAM, URINE THE DRIVER’S SEAT

By Capt Jeff Sattler

Chief of Military Justice

The urinalysis is a powerful and effective tool for identifying and prosecuting drug use among airmen at Offutt.  Lately, however, there have been some situations where urinalyses were improperly taken.  This can cause problems down the road in prosecution.  Commanders and first sergeants must understand what the appropriate procedures are to prevent mistakes in the process.

There are three types of urinalysis addressed here:  consent, probable cause, and command-directed.

If you suspect one of your airmen has been wrongfully using drugs, one of your first calls should be to JA.  The type of urinalysis is crucial.  For example, command-directed urinalysis results cannot be used for court-martial and Article 15 actions.  For this reason, commanders need to proceed carefully.

A urinalysis is really a seizure of a person’s bodily fluids.  Like any other seizure, it is governed by the Fourth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, which protects Americans from unreasonable searches and seizures.

As with any right, this protection can be waived by the individual.  In other words, anybody can give their consent to seizure of their urine.  In this case, there is no issue as to reasonableness.  Therefore, the most ideal urinalysis is the one that an airman consents to giving.  Always ask an airman if he or she will consent to a urinalysis before pursuing any other avenues of action.  You’d be surprised how many people will give their consent, saving everybody a whole lot of time.

If, however, the airman does not consent, the next option should be a probable cause urinalysis.  A commander may authorize the collection of a urinalysis sample based on a reasonable belief that 1)  the member recently used drugs and 2) the drug is still in the member’s system.  Note that a commander can only order a probable cause urinalysis on an Air Force member in his or her command.  (note:  a military magistrate, on the other hand, can order a probable cause search and seizure for any military member on base.)  This reasonable belief can be based on physical evidence or testimony from credible witnesses.  Regardless of what the reasonable belief is based on, you should always coordinate a probable cause urinalysis with JA prior to obtaining the urine sample.    

Finally, if there is no evidentiary basis for obtaining a probable cause urinalysis, you will have to fall back on a command-directed urinalysis.  While these require no probable cause, they are per se unreasonable under the Fourth Amendment.  Consequently, the results cannot be used to take UCMJ action.  They can, however, be used as a basis for administrative discharge action, although they can’t be used to adversely characterize administrative discharges (essentially equating to an honorable discharge).  Think of a command-directed urinalysis as a one shot safety tool – by using it you can identify a drug-user before his or her conduct affects the mission but at the price of giving up the ability to prosecute the offender.

One note here:  don’t confuse ordering a probable cause urinalysis with a command-directed urinalysis.  While it’s true that you will order a probable cause urinalysis (after consulting with your local JAG), make sure the paperwork reflects that it is in fact a probable cause urinalysis.  In other words, just because you ultimately order the urinalysis does not automatically make it a command directed urinalysis.  This has occurred in the past.  We have also seen situations where the paperwork had both the probable cause and command directed blocks checked.  This will inevitably cause confusion later, requiring you to testify as to the correct version of events.

The urinalysis can be the commander’s friend and the drug user’s bane if used correctly.  When in doubt, check with JA.  By understanding the reasons behind each type, you will become a whiz at urinalysis.

NON-JUDICIAL PUNISHMENTS 
A total of 10 Article 15 non-judicial punishment actions were completed, all of which were offered within 10 days of the case ready date; and all of which were completed within the required 20 days. 

ARTICLE 15s


RANK
SQUADRON
TIME IN SERVICE
PRIMARY

OFFENSE
DATE OF OFFENSE
DATE

ART 15

OFFERED
PUNISHMENT
QPM

TSGT
1 ACCS
19 years
Art 92 – Misuse of Gov’t charge card
7-13 Sep 99
23 Nov 99
Sred SSgt, 21 ED
10

A1C
1 ACCS
1 year
Art 92-Failed to wear seatbelt

Art 107-FOS

Art 134-Fail to pay debt
6 & 10 Dec 99

15 Nov 99

10 Dec 99
14 Dec 99
Red Amn
8

A1C
38 RS
3 years
Art 92-Fail to obey order
24 Nov 99
14 Dec 99
Red Amn, 14 ED
6

A1C
55 MXS
1 year
Art 86-Fail to go
30 Nov 99
13 Dec 99
Sred Amn, 30 ED
9

SrA
55 SUPS
5 years
Art 92-Fail to obey order
3-9 Nov 99
22 Nov 99
Red A1C, 10 ED
9

A1C
55 SFS
1 year
Art 113 – Asleep on duty
25 Nov 99
03 Dec 99
Sred Amn, FF $100 x 2, SFF $100, 30 ED
12

SrA


55 SFS
2 years
Art 113 – Asleep on duty


14 Nov 99
18 Nov 99
Sred A1C, FF $200, 30 ED
13

A1C


755 CS
2 years
Art 112a-Wrongful use of Marijuana


29 Aug – 28 Sep 99
29 Nov 99
Red AB, FF$500, Reprimand
21

Amn
55 DS
7 months
Art 92-Underage drinking

Art 134-Disorderly
29 Oct 99
16 Nov 99
Sred AB, FF $100, 15 Rest., Reprimand
15

Amn
55 AMDS
1 year
Art 92-Fail to obey order
03 Nov 99
19 Nov 99
Sred AB, 15 Res., Reprimand
12

55th OPERATIONS GROUP

55th OSS





45th RS
TSGT PAUL TEFF, 4-2073



CAPT MIKE MILLER, 4-7980 (DOT)

SRA TESHIKA HOLMES, 5-5109



CAPT JOHN O’NEIL, 4-7980 (DOT)

SSGT TINA REEVES, 4-4973



LT ERICK KESSLER, 4-7980 (DOT)








TSGT DEB WILSON, 4-4901 (MAFP)







MSGT TERRY HAYORKA, 4-1060 (MAOC)








SSGT JIMMY MCBEE, 4-1060 (MAOC)

38th RS






343rd RS
SMSGT GREG FLEMING, 4-0694



LT COL LOUIS RANHOFER, 4-7769
LT CHARLES NELSON, 4-0892



LT COL STEPHEN MARCHITELLI, 4-2756

MSGT JAMES SMENTANA, 4-0159 (after mid-March)

1 ACCS





97th IS
TSGT ANTHONY WALSH



MSGT DAVID BUTLER, 2-4053

TSGT WESLEY WILLAND



CAPT BENJAMIN BRADDOCK, 4-6095
SSGT PEDRO LARRAURI-TORRES

MSGT ERIC SCOTT, 4-4537

SRA BOBBY SMITH



TSGT VICTOR DURAN, 4-6486

SSGT ROBERT TATUM



TSGT DENNIS ROBERTS, 4-4046

SSGT RICH CANADY



SRA PAUL DALEN, 4-5094

LT LORI HERNANDEZ, 4-9832
TSGT ROGER WILSON

SRA THOMAS MAYS, 4-7745

55th LOGISTICS GROUP

55th LSS




55th CONS

NONE




SSGT DOUGLAS PICK, 4-5142






55th SUPS
55 MXS




AIC ANA KRUGER, 4-7018
AMN EDWARD VENTURA, 4-3805

A1C SHAWN TAYLOR

TSGT CHRIS NASTASE




55 TRANS
A1C PATRICK BRYDON, 4-5213


SSGT MICHELLE SPRATT, 4-4375

MSGT DUANE HORSEMAN, 4-4635

SSGT RUBEN MARCHAND

SSGT VICTORIA GARDNER, 4-5073

MSGT BILL THOMA, 4-5790

SRA BO TRAN, 4-276



TSGT DAVIS FRANKLIN, 4-2609

SSGT KEITH LUND, 4-0324


MSGT SETH HAMME, 4-2609

55TH COMMUNICATIONS GROUP

55th CS





755 CS

SRA DAWN TATUM



A1C JOSEPH SMARR, 4-7061

LT STACEY FRECHETTE, 4-3697


TSGT MICHAEL BROWN

LT CEDRIC WEATHERLY, 4-4159


SSGT SIEGILD DANIEL, 4-3104

A1C CARRIE COLLINS, 4-5210

55TH CSS




55 MCCS
TSGT DANIEL RICHERT, 2-6927


SSGT CRAIG MILLER, 4-5983

TSGT NATHAN LOCKLEAR, 4-5085

SSGT PATRICIA CHAMBERS, 4-7853

SRA GENEVIEVE EDWARDS, 4-3977

MR EDWIN KINDELAN, 4-1602

SSGT BOBI BROWN, 4-1614

SSGT BRIAN ANDERSON, 4-0038

SRA LEONARD LAPORTE, 4-4444

55th SUPPORT GROUP

55th MSS




55 SPTG

BECKY WADE, 4-0446



2D LT JENNIFER EILERT

55 CES





55 SFS
LT DARREL HAHN, 4-7605


2D LT JOSEPH MASON, 4-3118
LT ALESANDRA TALAFUSE, 4-5369

MSGT OSCAR CHRISTIANSON, 4-7202

SRA KIM CARTER, 4-3296


TSGT PHIL STANLEY, 4-4425
LT JENNIFER LEWELING, 4-3449


TSGT DENNY FRANK, 4-0066
MSGT DAVID CASSINO, 4-9905


SSGT MICHAEL BROWN, 4-6510

A1C PEDRO MOROY-SEGURA, 4-4048

MSGT WILLIAM MERCIER, 4-1239







TSGT MITCHELL LECHUGA, 4-6110







TSGT WILLIAM JACKSON

SSGT JASON FISHER, 4-7093

SSGT JAMES BLACK, 4-7093

SRA RICHARD MYERS, 4-7093

A1C KEITH LAFRANCE, 4-7093

A1C JILL TREI, 4-4245

TSGT RONAD DYER, 4-7095

55 CPTS




55 SVS
AMN TAMIKA PRICE, 4-6404


MS. JANET SNOW

TSGT SERENE MCLENANCULP, 4-6404

MSGT RUTH RIGGS, 4-2391
SRA BRENT WALLIS, 4-6404
TSGT ROBERTA SANDERS, 4-6407

55th MEDICAL GROUP

MDOS






MDSS 

MSGT PAUL GUDDE, 4-9131



TSGT CHRIS VAVERK


AMDS






DENTAL
LT COL MARIAN MOHRI




SSGT THOMAS MENDOZA

MAJOR MAYLES





SRA STEPHANIE CANNON, 4-2753
TENANT UNITS

ACC BAND





338th CTS
SSGT JOHN DAVIS




MAJ WARREN HINGST, 292-7425
AFWA

CAPT GARY MOY, 4-2235
SSGT REBECCA CARNEY
SSGT SHAWN BAKER, 4-5848
SSGT LISA JONES, 4-2848

USSTRATCOM VITA REPRESENTATIVES 

J0/J1

CDR Robert Schetky 
J005
4-5052






MSgt James E. Sly Jr.
J010
4-6868



J2

Capt Dayle Peiper

J235

4-8676

1Lt Debra Thomas 

J221

2-7853

MSgt Samuel E. Blanks

J26

4-0063

MSgt Panfilo Chavarria

J263

4-4787

MSgt Richard Imgrand

J213

4-5198

TSgt William Allison

J214

4-0231 (Cmd Liaison with Base Legal)

TSgt Thomas Arnott

J221

2-4937

TSgt Steven New


J224

4-0097

TSgt Kevin Leonhardt

J222

4-7721 
TSgt Wendy Walter

J251

4-2596 
SSgt Peggy Anderson

J234

2-6067

SSgt William McGoey

J265

4-4291

SSgt Carla Leigh-Robinson
J222

4-0258 
SSgt Kirk Tynes


J26

4-1017

IS2 Kenneth Wynn

J2411

4-0349

A1C Timothy W. Mullins

J224

2-0211

A1C Jeffrey Yappel

J265

4-4291/2451

GS-11 Jackson, Richard

J273

4-1927



SMSgt Robert Olson

J24

4-4070

SSgt Keith Anstine

J24

4-0412

J3/J4

Maj Richard Nelson
J441
4-3696 
Maj Elizabeth Borelli
J3624
4-8043 

AWCS Thomas A. Martz
J362 
2-6194

ETC John Storie
J331
4-6676 
YN1 Rafael Aragon
J442
4-4528



J5

LTC Richard Albrecht  
J5212 
4-1944

CDR Robert Sims
J512
4-2080

Maj Paul Gydsen
J5231
4-3705 
Maj Bruce Kostal
J533
4-1653 

Maj Ted Tennison
J5215
4-4954

Maj Bruce Way
J513
4-0566

Capt James Taylor
J5342
4-1491

LT Patrick Becker
J5341
4-1444

SFC Stanley Gill
J5215
4-2274


MSgt Fran Hopkins
J521
4-1953

Capt Timothy Dickinson
J534
4-1446

J6

LTC Theodore Lewis
J611
4-4362 

Maj Christine Bowman
J6342
4-8454 

Capt John M. Alspaugh
J6342
4-5013

Capt Michael I. Schaffer
J6323
2-6022

1Lt Joanna F. Hopper
J6323
4-5059

1Lt Janel M. Oney
J636
2-9761 

SMSgt Michael Laforty
NAOC
4-6291 

TSgt Barbara A. Lepper
J6221
4-4349
OFFUTT AFB
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